LOVE THY
LEADER

T Marcti- Apnid 2010, Tatiin anote a coutrovensial &-
parnt sences of columans called “Love Thy Leaden” for Times
Life, 7O9. Eack column dwelt apon a romance, involuing
a bey political figune. The column disputed existing notions
and sought to frovide a diffenential perdpective about facte
column delued into the power play in the Sankoesy - Braud
nomance, the decond guestioned the wenacity of the Hobar -
implications of the etnu- Edwina nomance, while the last
oue dwelt wpon the boud between Hitlen and Eva Braun,






Love In the

public eye

In this, the first of a four-part series on

romances involving a key political leader,
Tuhin A Sinha probes the power play in
the Sarkozy-Bruni romance

HEN reports surfaced last fort-
night of Carla Brunl and Nicolas
Sarkozy, both having affalrs —
she with singer Benjamin Biolay:
he with his stylish ecology minister, Chantal

Jouwanno, few found it amusing. After all, if

one couldn't decipher reasons that brought
the two together (other than perhaps a shared
aversion for monogamy), there needn't have
been reasons to make them
drilt apart, Howoever, the
conscious indiscretion that
the Sarkozy- Bruni romance epitomises malkes
it the most bohemian one ever that involved a
politician of his stature,

Consider this: Barely 10 months ago the cou
ple flirted brazenly during a video interview, mak-
ing it the first time that a French president and
his fivst Ludy were filmed sharing such private
moments in the Blysee Palace, In the interview,
the 4 L-year-old Mrs Bruni-Sarkozy continually
stroked her 54-year-old husband's hand and even
patted his bottom,

The diminutive president, in turn, tried to look
as much a Prestdent as he could, as he perched
on the edge of an armchair, with his leet swing-
ing above the ground,

After the intimate indulgence, the wife whis-
pered " Bort courage, chouchou, which means "Be
brave, my little darling”.

In August last year, the couple took ofl on a
three-week vacation at Prench [ivst lady's fami-
Iy manston in Cap Negre, on the Mediterranean
coast, Here, the couple scemed just as wildly in
love, Indulging In a passionate lip-lock in the sea,
Besides, of course Mrs Bruni was her generous
best, allowing myriad shots of herin multiple
poses in her skimpy black bikini,

In November last year, there were reports ol (he
couple planning a child together, All seemed

““ AFTER ALL, WHO

!  WOULDN’T BE FLATTERED

WHEN THE PRESIDENT OF
YOUR COUNTRY GETS

OBSESSED WiTH you? "’
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hunky dory till the most recent reports that sug-
gest that the couple is headed towards a split,

Now il you consider certain other aspects,
you might understand, why despite its extravi-
pant assortment of sex, power and glamour, the
Sarkozy-Bruni saga deserves 1o be taken with
a pinch ol salt, Surkozy and Bruni [irst met ot
a dinner on November 14, 2007 thrown by
Jacques Sépudla, the PR adviser to the president,
It instantly sparked a courtship that was un-
usually fast and furious, One believes that
Sarkozy's trait of not taking ‘no’ for an answer
wits perhaps instrumental in expediting the ro-
mance. In that sense, lor Sarkozy who was only
recently divorced then, possessing the prized,
super gorgeous Bruni wias a congquest,

For Bruni, whose ex-lovers included the who's
who of Tiurope (including former French Prime
Minister Laurent Fabius), Sackozy only provid-
cd the prospect of retaining power. After all, who
wouldn't be Mlattered when the President of your
country gets obsessed with you?

The alacrity though, with which the cou-
ple got married, alter less than three months
of a breezy courtship should put all our mat-
rimonial sites to shame, I'he psychological
factors that could have prompted this sudden
marriage between two mature and much ex
plored individuals is something that Milan
Kundera might be able to explain better,

That Carla Bruni is o rebel is no secret, Bare-
ly weeks after her marriage, Bruniis reported
Lo have said she is ecasily “bored with
monogamy” and that “love lasts a long time,
but burning desire — two to three weeks, "

Sarkozy perhaps feels much the same. How-
ever, the limitations that the present power
cquation between the couple impose on him,
restrain him from being that candid.

And that only leads us to another
possibility which reually doesn't seem
implausible here: Did Surkozy clreu-
late his own indiscretions In an at-
tempt not (o appear the underprivis
leged/deprived partner?

About the other more obvious likes
lihood is that the couple has come (o
terms with ench other's infidelitles so.

long as it does-
n't upset the -
mordimpor- -
tant factors that need them to be
seen together.

For Sarkozy, who 1s 12
years older than Bruni and
four inches shorter than
her, it's a crucial phase, In
the power equation of this
romuance, he needs Brunl
more than she needs him vight
now. After all, the image of a more
robust married life will help him at

the hustings slated for 201 2,
Till then Nicholas Sarkozy might ns

well put up with some of Bruni's
shori-lived burning desires, as she
might wint to describe them and qui-

- etly hum the melancholic “dil to bachcha hail
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: shipin the Hindu way in her palzce and continued to e-
_. main a devotee of Lord Krishna, Akbar's fondness for
Jodha only made him more accepting of Hindu rituak,

ha ]ahax;gi; Alhar's successor, oo is appeeciated a5
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@& Contimiing s series on political romances Jrom contemporary
France lnst week, Tuhin A Sinha travels into history and tries g
to probe the veracity of the Akbar-Jodhabai romange

F you took the Jodhabai-Akber romance asdepict-  seems to be near una-

ad in the movie at face value, you might be in &or nimity over fodhabai 5

same re-thinking post reading this artick. For the being referred toas
romanc. ifmay be calledso, wesn'thalf asutopi-  Abbar's v
an. Neither was Jodhabai during her efime known quasn,
as]odha. Post her marriage to Akbar, she was Mariam

- Zzmani,
fppete: ool HER PERSONALITY a liberal leader, perhafps
malofAmber(mahndav % e =l AK ’unlysiwwstheimdimm-
Jpur was quite uneguiv - ATIRIBUTES, SHE GAVE AKBAR St s i
ocaly adevice used for po- % WHAT HIS OTHER QUEENS COULD —
iice aoquisiton. Hira Kanvwari {fodhe's maiden Jodha being : S mnkh
name| asmarriedto Abbar onfanury 20,1562, 2t given thispef- = T e LspeinlimisinAl
Sambhar near Jaipur She wes Akber's thirdwiie lwill  erena GO pravers at the duraah of the Shakh Salim Chisht, bar's life. Akbar’s subse-
beinterest ing tonote e that there sEitleclarityon  Jodha, itisseid SR ¥ which later led to the birth of his fir<t surviving quent marriages cannot be
llrtotalnumbem{wimsthmﬂkbare\mnnﬂyhai wias extremely gor- - R R cidabangi Wi Abtarsafiection i ol iy fod s
Thefactthatother Rejput kingdoms, sbsequently, - geonszand diniied Byt | byl s 5
alsoestablished simifar matrimonial aliances with Ak apart fomber personalityat- | e el il
b, cannal be disproved. The b of Hindu succession tributes, she gave Akbar what his other creasedclout over plifcal matters Shewas Akbar's - gets mired in irony.
b lvys e petcmonil sohe et e, queens could not — an heir. Akbar's gt 3 ooy e who ool e bl obai
mmarrying theirprincesesforpoitcal gin, wes ret- Queen was the childles Rugaiyva Begum, and ' tichwasomly e xchsve e e e it ey o
ty iconsequential hissecond e was Salima Sultan, the widow I perce: Jodhaused her influence to build ardens. wells ' gould, gave Akbara sense
History docs o corroberate any instance of Akber’s of bsmottrusted genera] Bairam Khan, andmsuesaround tecounty bt th
romance with odhaba n the eelsense. Vet there A sense o despeation seemed to mark Akber' saboaepedhefodhahal e et i o ——
ality; she reduced Akbar's
N S pezsone] etachment and made im discover aside o bis
that had got dwarfed by his political ambifions.
Jodha's tomb, which is situzted jst about a kilometre
away Fom thiat of Akbar, iesin obsoure abendomment, so
muchso that tiscalynatural frthelesscurios togive 2
s, Not uneepectedd, jus ki her toenb s but ashadow of
Albar's, symight here been her being when shefived. More
tellmsly the AS] sabat the entrance of the toenb mborms that
the tombisthat of Mariam Zameni, a princess of Amber
who married Akber and later gave birth to jahangi
Sowas the Akbar-Jodha hyphenation indeed romance

or was it another instance of virtue having been made
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" Love, longing

HAT India’s first Prime Minister
and the wife of the last British
Viceroy had something going be-
tween them is no secrel, The
book, India Remembered, written by lid-
wina Mountbatten's daughter, Pamela
Mountbatten only corroborates this love
story, besides providing us with some

rare insights. Pamela writes that the ‘re<

ported romance' between Jawaharlal
Nehru, India's licst Prime Minister, and
Lady Edwina Mountbatten, blossomed
during a 1947 trip to Mashobra, a hill
station, as part of a joint outing of fami-
ly and friends.

Nehru wrote a letter to Edwina a
decade later, wherein he described that
Lrip to Mashobra as the defining moment
in their relationship, a moment when he
realised, “that there was a deeper attach-
ment between us, that some uncontrol-
lable force, of which I was dimly aware,
drew us Lo one another.”

According to Pamela, the affair was not

physical. Catherine Clement, author of

Edwina and Nehru: A Novel, on the other
hand, in an Interview to Thmes of India,
had maintained, "Edwina in her letters to
Lord Mountbatten has
written that her rela-
tionship with Nehru
was mostly platonic.
Mostly, but not always.”
While it has always
been debated whether
the relationship was
platonic or otherwise,
its  sheer intensity
should render the query inconsequential,

A love triangle as illustrious as this, in-
volving the PM of a newly independent
natlon, the wife of the Viceroy of the de-
parting colonial power and with the
Viceroy himselfl sandwiched in between,
cannot be entirely devold ol political im-
plications, What 1s unusual though is
Lord Louls Mountbatten's co-operation in
facilitating the romance.

In a letter that Edwina's daughter
Pamela quotes in her book, her (ather
once wrote to her sister Patricia, “She
(meaning BEdwina) and Jawahar Lal are so
sweet together. They really dote on each
other, Pammy and | are doing everything

v,

" pPLATONIC OR NOT?
THE SHEER INTENSITY
OF THE RELATIONSHIP
SHOULD RENDER
THE QUERY i
INCONSEQUENTIAL **

we can to be tactful and helpful.” In the
book, Pamela writes, "There existed a
happy threesome based on some firm un-
derstanding on all sides.”

This ‘understanding’ it seemed tran-
scended emotions of hurt, envy and pos-
sible betrayal, Or perhaps Lord Mount-
batten loved his wife so much that he
could do anything to
see her happy.

Nehru, it is belteved,
wrote to Bdwing almost every night from
1948-60, What is surprising though is
his indiscretion. Nehru apparently, at
times, did not refrain from glving vent to
his frustrations in handling some of his
recaleitrant colleagues, In her will, Ed-
wina had left behind a suitease full of
Nehru's letters — to her husband.

For Nehru to confide to this extent in
someone whom he had meet only twice
in a year, as Pamela recalls, only vouches
for the eternity of their bond.

It will be interesting here to note that
Nehru perhaps always had an unfulfilled
personal life, The differences in lifestyle
between him and his wife Kamala in the
carly years of thelr marriage and Ka-
mala's frequent ilinesses
later on, till she died pre-
maturely in 1936, had
left & void In him,

It can be inferred that
in Edwina, Nehru found
confidant/bosom
pal/soulmate whom he
could trust implicitly or
maybe BEdwina carried
that semblance of a truly progressive, lib-
crated, yet sensitlve female companion
that Nehru had always craved lor. The
other notable common factors that per-
haps acted as catalysts between them
were shared forlornness and that both
were diehard romantics. It needs to be
noted here, that by Pamela's own admls-
sion, this was not the first time that Ed-
wind had found love outside marriage.

However, what continues to intrigue
people even today are the political impli-
catlons that this romance may have had.

Nehru's acquiescence to Mountbatten's
unreasonable proposal of referring the
Kashmir tssue to the United Natlons Se-

Love Thy Leader!

& politics!

This week, Tuhin A. Sinha delves into the eternal
Nehru-Edwina romance, the political impact of which will
always remain a matter of intense conjecture

curity Council on 1 January 1948,
when the Indian forces were capable
of flushing out the Pakistani invaders
from the whole of Kashmir, goes down
as one of his ‘historical blunders' (read
errors of judgment).

The following excerpl taken from
an interview that Pamela Mount-
batten pave
Karan Thapar, on
his show, Devil's
Advocate, only adds to the specula-
tion on this score.

Karan Thapar: Many people in India
believe that the decision Jawaharlal
Nehru took to refer Kashmir to the
United Nations was taken under your
father's advice. Could that have been
an area where your mother's influence
would have been particularly useful?

Lady Pamela: [ think it could have

been. Because Pandit ji being a Kash-
miri, of course, inevitably the emo-
tional side comes in from one's own
country, doesn'tite And my father just
in dry conversation mightn't have
been able to get his view point over,
ybut with my mother translating It for
fPandit ji and making, you know, ap-
&:culing to his hieart, more than his
mind, that he should really be-
have like this, | think probably
i that did happen.

~ However, if one looks al the

. other side of the coin, Lord

- Mountbatten did exercise his
irifluence to ensure that Kash
mir became a part of India in
the first place. In the same
book, Pamela writes ol a trip
that the Viceroy made to
Kashmir in 1947, "to con-
vince the Maharaja (Harl
Singh) to accept the plan (of
,accession to India) and save

Nehru the humiliation.”

Lord Mountbatten’s prox-

imity to Nehru notwithstand-

- ing, his duality over Kashmir could
‘well have been part of a larger
British ploy to keep the newborn ne-

ions at loggerheads.

Whether or not any of Nehru's per-
I'sonal affectations had In some way in-
fluenced his error of judgment on

. Kashmir, to which he belonged, will
S remain a matter of Intense conjecture
| for generations to come.




DOLIT Htler's ro-

munces followed

an mtriguing

pattern they
carvied o similar demonic
strenk in them that charae-
terised hin politics,

A three women known
to enter his Hle attempted
auleide, which o turn cast
derious asperstons over his
psychological and sexual
tralts, However, Il there s
one relationghip of Hitler's
that still evokes interest, It
15 thot with Eva Braun, 23
years youngor than him.
Braun was Hitler's mils-
tress for 1.2 vears and wife
for 40 hours,

Braun met Hitler in Mu-
mich whon she was 17, She
wits working as an assistant
and model for his personal
photographer and began
seelng him more often two
veurs fater. Much of Eva
Braun's viewpoint on (hair
romeance and her Hie with
Hitler comes across on Lhe
site evabroun.dk,
According to the stie, in
1931, Eva wrote o lotter to
Hitler: "Dear Mr Hitler, |

waottld like to thank you for
the pleasant evening at the
thenter, I was onlorget-
tuble,, Teount the hoars un-
tl the moment when we
shall meet again,.." Braun
aoon agreed 10 follow Hitler

to his mountaln retreat in
the Alps, Their atlraction
wis immedinte, nnd over the
objection of her loweramid-
dle-class Bavarian parents,
she became his mistross,”
Thelr relationship, post
that is of the kind that
would redefine the word
‘enlgma’, Hitler wouldn't
publicly embrace her, nor
privately disown her, [le
provided her an opulent life,
replete with all matertal

Hitler love

written all over it

comlorts, yet deprived her
ol the one thing she trens-
ured most — his company.
According to Hitler's chaul-
four Erich Kempka, Braun
gpent most of her thme
wiitthng for Hitler,

Hitler kept Braun away
from the public eyve., His
high-handedness lowards
her Is sald to have made hig
atadl refor to Braun as “the
girl in o gilded cage”,
Braun, for her part, only
bocame rebellious, keeping
up habits which Hitler de~
tested, such as smoking
and nude sunbathing.

“\WuaT musT
HAVE STARTED
OFF AS AN
INFATUATION
EVENTUALLY
STOOD THE
TEST OF TimE "

n & tender moment
though, Hitler |s sald to
liave confided his feelings
for Braun In his personal
valet, Heinz Linge, "Braun is
too young to be the wife of
one in my position, But she
15 the only girl for me. So we
live as we do.,.”

So, did  Hitler
Fva Braun?

Well, s0 it seems. Hitler's
definition of love, though,.
was signilicantly different

love

Irom the way Lhe world

AR

percelved it Tt earried an
element of perversity. Ap-
parently, he believed In
‘controlling' the lover, withe-
out In turn living up to his
part of the involvement, This
behaviour sarprisingly
brings out insccurity ns
much ag it does vanily.
And did  Eva Braun
love Hitler? :
Yeou, What must have start-
cd off as an Infatuation even-
(ually stood the test of time,
degpite abusce of various

lhnds, 1 s believed that Hitler
wanted here to be with him in

Eva Braun?

In this concluding part of the series, Tuhin A Sinha
unravels the enigma that shrouds the Adolf Hitler-Iiva
Braun romance, which had disaster

i
deatl, juat ag she had stood

|

| something she always want-

by him for 5o many years in
life, Braun fulfilled his wigh as
she always had. On 30th
April, 1945, Hitler and
Braun committed sulcelde just
when they were on the verge
of belng capltured by the 8o-
viet troops, The world diskcov-
ered after thelr deaths that
Hitler and Braun were maun
and wife, Hitler's acquies-
cence o marry Braun —

ed — barely 40 hours before
thelr death was his compen-
sution/redemption for all that
Braun had borne for him.

Had it not been for uncon-
ditional love, Braun would
probably have realised the fu-
tility of craving for the mo-
ment of glory that stimply
wasn'L. Hitler's narctssism did
not spare his idea ol love,

(Tulin A Stnha ts the axthor of

Whant I'hing Callod Love and 2.2 Yards)
timeshifeutimesgronp. eom



